“Although discriminatory at- 
titudes and structures are resistant to 
reformation, they are contrary to what 
we believe and to our attempt to apply 
gospel values to the needs exper- 
ienced by women today,” the docu- 
ment says. The tragedy is that though 
ideas-and structures such as these may 
be contrary to what we believe, they 
are definitely not contrary to what we 
do. And as long as we keep women 
out of the arenas where church ideas 
and theologies and structures are 
defined and decided, the church will 
continue to be what it says society 
must not be. And who will listen to 
a church like that? 

“One in Christ Jesus” is clearly 
Peter’s attempt to keep the old and 
pacify the new as he once tried to in- 
clude Gentiles as Christians by 
making them Jews. Now we need a 
document on women in the church 
that truly changes things—the kind, 
perhaps, that Paul would write when, 
in defense of the Gentiles’ right to 
become Christians without first 
becoming Jews, Paul “confronted 
Peter to his face—and told him that he 
was wrong.” 

I know that for a bishop of a sex- 
ist church to endeavor to write a new 
document on women in this time of 
new consciousness, new theology, 
new biology and new social science 
research, is akin to walking through 
a minefield with snowshoes on, and 
I admire the effort. I even think it is 
a sincere attempt to stem a runaway 
tide that may well affect the church 
for centuries to come, but until we are 
willing to set off a few of those mines 
there is really no hope at all for the 
completion of the journey. Either for 
women or for the church. 

It is the document itself that con- 
demns itself. ¢ 








Joan Chittister, OSB, prioress of the Benedic- 
tine Sisters of Erie, PA, is anoted national and 
internationa! lecturer on women and peace 
and justice issues. 

(Reprinted from Pax Christi USA, 
Summer 1990. Used with permis- 
sion.) 
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